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a„ , k " Th % MA 't! NG ^Ir 0fthis commun ^tion appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
AN claims be.ng allowable PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this a P[ AicaSr^S^ 
herewith g^J^j^^ communicaJn'will be maW n^SSuiHe. THIS 

nf tho nfF^I ALLOWA ^ + Lll 7 ®" 0T * GRANT 0F PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .313 and MPEP 1308. initiative 

1 . Kl This communication is responsive to Appeal Brief dated 9/23/04 . 

2. £3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 9-15 and 17-20 . 

3. □ The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. [X] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) Kl All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. H Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 
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6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper Nc/Mail Date . 
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STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance : 

The Examiner notes that with respect to the sole substantive 
issue, i.e., the 35 USC 103(a) rejection of the claims over EP 0 
846 743 Al (Engelinger et al . ) in view of EP 0 134 623 (Reylek) 
he now believes that the arguments set forth at page 4, second 
paragraph of the Brief to be correct. More particularly, the 
Examiner further believes that the following argument found in 
appellants' Brief of December 18, 2002 on pages 6-7 to be 
convincing with respect to the non-combinability of EP' 623 with 
EP'743, even though the combination of EP '623 with another 
reference was the issue at this particular point in the 
prosecution; 

"... EP'623 requires that the diameters of the particles 

be greater than the thickness of the adhesive layer. 

According to EP"623 
hhe / When the particle-containg adhesive layer is removed from 
the carrier web and compressed between two flat, rigid plates 
the particles are flattened to the thickness of the adhesive 
between particles. This provides small, flat conductive areas at 
both surfaces of the adhesive layer sufficient to provIL goSd 
electrical and thermal contact between a die and a conductive 
substrate between each of the flattened particles.' 

(Page 2, line 36 - page 3, line 8). 

The particles of the '623 reference cannot be glass beads, 
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because glass beads would not be expected to be capable if being 
"flattened" without breaking. The '623 reference therefore 
teaches away, from Appellants' invention. . .". 
Additionally: 

"The particles of the '623 reference must be deformable. 
See page 2, lines 25-28 and Fig. 3. This could not possibly lead 
to glass beads; and more likely, would discourage the use of 
glass beads, such as are recited in Appellants' claims." 

Any comments considered necessary by applicants must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee and, to 
avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Daniel 
Zirker whose telephone number is (571) 272-1486. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:30 A.M. to 6:00 
P.M. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be 
reached on (571) 272-1478. The fax phone number for this Group 
is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
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obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either private PAIR or public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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